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PURE BEER

e e—

Investigation Auathorized by Agri-
gultural Department,

When the Agricultural Appro
priation bill was under considera-
tion an amendment was made to it
‘ prove a
source of the greatest annoyance
to brewers in one ol its provisions,
and an annoyance and loss to im-
porters of liquors in another.

The amendment, which is in-
cluded under the appropriations
for the Bureau of Chemistry and
carries 831,600, reads as follows:

To investigate the adulteration of
foods, drugs, and liquors, when deemed
by the Secretary of Agriculture acvisa
ble; and the Secretarv of Agriculture,
whenever he has reasons to believe that
articles are being imported from toreign
countries which are dangerous to the
health of the people of the United States,
shall make a re quest upon the Secretary
ofthe Treasury for samples from original
packages of such articles for inspection
and analysis; and the Secretary ol the
Treasury is hereby authorized to open
such original packages and deliver
specimens to the Secretary of Agricul-
ture for the purpose meutioned, giving
notice to the owner or censignee of such
articles, who may be present and have
the right to introduce testimony; and
the Secretary ot the ‘1reasury shall
refuse delivery to the consignee of any
such goods which thg Secretary of

" mmspected and analyzed and found to be

dangerous to health.

The authority conferred in this
section may be divided into two
parts; first, it provides lor an in-
vestigation of foods, drugs and
liguors, when deemed by the Sec-
retary of Agriculture advisable,
whether of home manutacture or
imported. There is nothing in the
first part of this section which can
prohibit the Secretary ol Agricu!
ture, whenever he is so inclined,
from instituting an investigation
into the component parts of beer,
nor does it appear as if it were in-
tended to interpose obstacles to
such action.

IT he wishes to give a semblance
of excuse for ordering an investi-
gation into the quality of beer, he
has only to persuade himself, from
personal examination or upon the
report of his subordinates, that
beer is adulterated, and he then
has specihc authority to open up
publicly the ent re subject of the
adulteration ol beer, or he may
pursue his researches in secret,
selecting his own samples, making
his own analyses and drawing his
own conclusions, without consult-
ing in any particular the brewer
whose product is undc;going ex-
amination, and without giving him
an opportunity to be present or to
be heard in his own defense; and
he may finally, regardless of the
diversity of opinion that exists as
to the use ol substitutes, adulter-
ants and preservatives, submit his
¢x parte report to Congress, or
make it public in advance of the
meeting of that body, to the injury,
if h21s so inclined, of whomsoever
he pleases. This he may do under
pretence of excuse; he may do the
same without any pretext whatso
ever and whenever the public wel-
fare or private pique or profit may
dictate.

This is certainly a most remark-
able power, indetensible on any
ground, and assuredly not excus-
able on the assumption that the
Secretary will not abuse the gu-
thority intrusted to him. It isa
dangerous power to place in the
hands of any man. Itsone saving
feature is that it does not specifi-
cally conler authority on him to
establish standards for food and
drink products nor impose penal-
ties for their infraction.

Indire:tly, however, he does es-
tablish such standards, as it is
within his power to say what in-
gredients are deleterious and what
are not, and consequently that
food or beverages containing the
former ingredients are all right and
those containing the latter are all
wrong. A careful reading of the

full bill will be necessarv to find
out whether in any ot its other
sections powers are given beyond
those laid down in the amendment
here referred to.

The second part of this amend-
ment his reference to imoorted
liquors, foods and drugs, and
placed dealers in these articles
absolutely at the mercy of who
ever might happen to be at the
head of the Agricultural Depart-
ment. For instance, if we had a
Secretary ot Agriculture who was
in favor ol prehibition, and he con-
ceived the idea that all liquora are
dangeroust- the public health, he
would thereupon call upon the
Secretary of the Treasury ..
liver in the original package such
consignment for investigation; anc
should he decide that the liquors
were dangerous to the public
health—to the health of the people
of the United States il consumed—
he would thereupon virtually con-
fiscate the consignment, and the
Secretary of the Treasury, upon
such a decision, would reluse to
deliver the goods to the consignee,

This amendment turns over
everything that any citizen of the
United States might desire to buy
from abroad which might properly
come under the designation ot a
food or a drug or a liquor into the
control of the Secretary of Agri
culture, It puts a sweeping au
thority 1n his hands to absolutely
forbid and preclude its importa-
tion.

If a citizen or resident of the
United States desires to import
from abroad any one of the arti-
cles coming within these general
descriptions to be used in a way
that would be innocent and not
deleterious or dangerous at all,
and the Secretary of Agriculture
should conceive the idea that the
importation of that article ought
to be forbidden, or if we had a Sec-
retary who might yield to im-
proper influences—he might shut
out the article in oraer that some
manufacturer at home might have
a monopoly ot it. He can cause
an investigation to be made, and if
it is determined that the article
would be dangerous, il used in any
way, to the health of an individual,
he might thereupon eatirely ex-
clude it, ana deny to the owner ot
it the right to use it,

Chis is certainly giving a power
to one man that ought not to be
giwven in a republican government,
No man, no matter how just and
fair he may be nor how pure his
intention may be, ought to be
vested with the sole power of pre

venting the importation of an arti-
cle into this country simply on his
own ipse dixit.

Debate on this part of the
amendment developed so much
opposition to it in the shape in
which it was offered that on mo-
tion of Mr, Tillman it was amended
S0 as to provide that the Secretary
of the Treasury shall refuse deliv-
ery to the consignee of any such
goods which, “éy reason of such
adulteration’ the Secretary of Ag-

riculture reports to him to have
been inspected and analyzed and
found to be injurious to heal'h
“because of such adultsration'
These additions removed some of
harshness in which the section was
clothed, but still left much that
was objectionable.

In calling attention to this mat-
ter the SENTINEL will not be un-
derstood as in any way suggesting
wrong motives to the Secretary of
Agriculture. If these powers are
to be placed in any wnan’s hands,
Mr. Wilson’s will suit us. Nor
will we be understood as opposing
the meritorious features of the
measure., Wesimply contend that
its enactment should hav: been
surrounded with at least the safe-
guards provided by the Brosius
pure food bill, we call attention to
the absence of these safeguards,
and aim to impress our patrons
with the necessity of keeping a
sharp eye on all proceedings in.
augurated under this bill,

Against ‘Alcoholism,

The Department of State has re-
ceived a note irom the Austrian
Legation stating that an interna-
tional congress against alcoholism
will be held in Vienna from the
gth to the 14th of April next. The
United States Government is in-
vited to send delegates.

The congress will hold eight
public sessions. Reports and
speeches can be made in German,
French, English or Itahan. The
programme includes discussions
upon the eflects ot alcohol; dis-
eases, heredity, degeneration, and
criminality caused by its use; and
means to combat alcoholism, both
ol leral and of private initiative,
Partisans ot the moderate use ol

liquors, as well as the adherents
of total abstinence, are admitted

to the congress.

HISTORICAL FIND.

McKinley Addsthe Gasden ot Eden
to our Possesslions,

According to the New York
Times, Dr. D. F. Becker, of the
United States Geological Survey,
who went with our troops to the
Philippines, has discovered that
the primeval Garden of Eden was
located somewhere in the archi-
pelago, possibly in the Island of
Luzon. Dr, Becker has not only
convinced himselt, but several
other sciemtific gentlemen, that
the original habitat of Adam and
» )ine posses-
who agrce
with him 1n tms oo tefl is Dean
Hall, of the University of Minnes-
ota, a geologist of wide reputation,
In a burst of enthusiasm he de-
clares that, *in bringing under our
flag the original Garden of Eden,
we shall secure a treasure beyond
financial or political valuation.”

Fhe Garden of Eden, it will be
recalled, was the point from which
originated all the ills to which the
flesh has fallen heir. Clothing and
coal, doctors and debt, sin and
sorrow, disease and death--none
of these would man have experi-
enced save for an incident that
happened there in which a woman
and a snake took leading parts.

For centuries upon centuries
the human race has been groping
in the dark—like a man searching
for the keyhole, as it were—in a
vain endeavor to locate the spot
where woman's curiosity first got
the better ot her, with such disas-
trous consequences for all her de
scendanis, Little did we dream,
however, when we paid $20,000,-
ooo to Spain for one thousand isl-
ands that we had acquired owner-
ship ot the piece of real estate that
had once sheltered in peace Adam
and Eve and the Devil, and thus
answered for all t'me a question
asvexing for mankind as De Wet's
whereabouts occasionally is to
Kitchener, Yet that s just what
we have done, if these scientis's’
suramises prove correst,

This discovery would seem to
set at rest the speculations of such
advocates of the theory of evolu-
tion as Darwin and Huxley., Itis
a pleasure indeed to learn that the
scriptural account of the creation
of man is likely to be veri-
fied, The i1dea of our descent
from the monkey was always re

pugnant to the mass ol the people,
and il naught else good cowes of
our acquisition ol the Philippines
than the settlement of the vexed
question ot our hrst parents, the
certainty that we have nothing in
common with the ugly baboon or
even the cute little creatures that
amuse us so much by their antics
in the cages ot zoological gardens
and menageries is sufficient to
reconcile us to the loss of the four
hundred million dollars that our
Asiatic venture has already en

tailed.

When the site of the Garden of
Eden has been definitely ascer

tained and the learned men of the
Smithsonian Institute have i1nves-
tigated its surroundings we may
expect our fund of inlormation to
be considerably increased, With
the assistance of experts from the
Agricultural Department they
should have no difficulty in locat-
ing the Tree of Knowledge, whose
fruit imparted wisdom to those
who partook of it except in the case
of the lady who first illustrated the
futility of Prohibition and whose
infraction of that useless law in-
flicted upon mankind troubles and
tribulations from which we are
doomed to sufler to the end, unless
it be the fortune of our own wise
men to discover an antidote some-
whereamong the primeval growths
that mast surely abound there,
We would suggest, if the Tree be
found, that it be transferred from
its present abidine place, where it
is doing no good, to the halls of

Ck  ‘ress where, it members can

be '« oted to taste of it, wisdom
may & uplanted in minds much
in need's its beneficent truit, If

an antidote be found for the evils
that have [(ollowed Mother Eve's
bad break, by all means send it to
Kansas and other places that are
laboring under the delusion that
Prohibition prohibits, not forget-
ting the Women's Christian Tem -
perance Union and the publishers
ot the New Voice,

The march of progress in this
city doomed our peaple to the loss
of many old landmarks., The
European Gardens, near the Bal
timore and Ohio depot, Leeffler’s
Garden, on New York avenue,
Juenemann’s Garden, on Capitol
Hill, and the Schuetzen Park, on
Seyenth street, all the scencs of
1evelry in their day, and innocent
amusement too, have gone and are

o

almost forgotten. The resurrec
tion of the Garden ot Eden, long
thought to be buried beneath the
accumulations of ages, will go far
towards reconciling us to the loss
of the Gardens we used to know.
It is a long journey to the Philip-
pines, but distance is annihilated
in anticipation of the pleasure of
setting foot on the ground that
Adam and Eve and the Devil once
trod, Adam and Eve we need not
expect to see there—the Devil we
mav. [f, however, bashlulness at
sight of strangers, age, or any
other infirmity may cause his
Satanic Majesty to seclude himsel,
the tourist has anly to drop back
and follow in the wake of the army
in the Philippines or in China, or,
perchance, drop in on Kansas, and
his curiosity will be abundantly
satisfied,

We raise our hat to Mr. McKin-
ley. It his course in Cuba, Porto
Rico, and the Philippines forbids
the hope of national rehabilitation
before the end ot time, he has at
least secured for us the opportunity
of renewing acquaintance with
places and things as they were at
the Creation—with all prohibi-
tions removed. Now let him in-
augurate cheap excursions, bar
amusement trusts and land syadi-
cates, and give the people a chance
to see that priceless jewel of our
new possessions—the Garden of
Eden,

Exir Sentiment: Enter Business

A London correspondent of ti
New York Z7#0une cables thatt
indifference of Lord Lansdow
to American “sensitiveness’’
the Nicaragua Canal question ¢ r
responds to a change in British
sentiment,

There was real enthusiasi
this correspondent says, in Eny
landvin favor of America du
ing the Spanish war, but it hj
cooled off. This is partly becaus
American opinion was divi

ALL AGAINST US.

What Failure of Heciprocity Means
for this Country.

The rough refusal of the Senate
to confirm the commercial recip-
rocity treaiies mneg tiated and
signed by President McKinley has
resulted in the resignation of Plen-
ipotentiary Commissioner Kasson,
Th's is the climax of the high tar-
ift policy, and a general commer
cial war upon the United States by
the leading nations of the world
seems to be inevitable,

Not only has the Senate repudi-
ated the policy ot Mr. Blaine; it
has also spurned the policy of Mr.
McKinley; it has cursed and re-
jected the declared policy of the
Republican party.

The business men o the country
must now look to the Democratic
party for relief. And it 1s time for
the Democracy of the nation to
arouse itselt and enter upon this
great opportunity for national use-
fulness,

The one statesman-like note in
the Dingley Tarit act was the pro-
vision under which the President
was authorized to soften the rigors
and adjust the workings of the tar-
iff system by treaty. In order to
secure commercial advantages and
keep the country in touch with the
varying conditions of international
commerce the President was em-
powered to grant reductions of not
more than twent per cent. on all
articles in the general tarift list in
return for commercial concessions
to the United States. These ar-
rangements were to be secured by
treaties, and were, consequently,
subject to the advice and consent
of the Senate,

Two years from now our com-
mercial treaties with the grea! na-
tions of the world will expire.
Tney must be renewed or revised,
As they stand now the United
States is in a powerful position of
advantage. It they are altered

during the Boer war, but mai
because the imperial m>vem
has received a great impulse /il
the loyalty displayed by the )
nies, and because also the ‘

L { Wy 2
European inter ention. The plai
truth is that German support is
considered more helptul than
American good teeling; hence
there is no disposition to make un-
necessary concessions to the
United States, either on the canal
question or the Maybrick case,
which has again been brought up
by he prisoner's friends.
Tet us hope that all this may
prove true, Sentimental diplo-
macy, based on British *2athu-
siasm’’ fcr us during the Spanish
war, has cost us 2,000 square miles
ol territory in Alaska and care
within aa ace of costing us our
right to control our own canal.
Now let us drown sentiment and
get down to business, beginning
with these two propositions:
Not another inch of ground to
England in Alaska.
An American canal, buile with-
out consulting any ot er country
than the one that pays for it and
the one rthat owns its route,

- _—
'he Cavrie Nation Ounibreak

in Kansas isanother demonstration
that «emperance by legislation is
bound to be a failure. To attempt
by legislative enactment to prevent
the sale of liquor is repugnant to
the theory of government; it at-
tempts to take away the rights of
individuals where th:y are not in
conflict with the rights of society
as a whole, and such attempts
must always fail. No fair person
can contend that il a man wants to
take a drink of liquor, his doing
s0 is a menace to society, A
drunken man mavy be a social men-
ace, but separate laws are passed
to deal with him, and they are
successfully enforced. No one will
denv that it is a menace to sell
liquor to young boys and other
irresponsible persons, and when
the liquor dealer has been con-
victed of these things the law has
succeeded in punishing him, To
attempt, though, by law to say that
men 1n the full possession of their
faculties shall not buy liguor is
treading upon the liberty of the in

dividual, and while such laws may
be allowed to stand upon the
statute books, they cannot be en-
forced. 3Society undouktedly has
a right to regulate th sale of
liquor, ana some of the leadine
temperance workers of the country
are not i.. favor of attempting more
by law. They know the sale ot
liquor will only be a thing of the
past when men no langer desire to
buy it, and they rightly bend their
energies to discourage the abuse

of intoxicating drinks.

L they must be, of necessity, altered
e “J 4

to our injury.
eration pt high tar-
ive the trusis
Jout all at-

Pha- utv--Tompétition in the
United States, but they have used
the enormous profts which their
monopoly of the home markets has
enabled them to squeeze irom the
American people to sell at lower
rates abroad, and thus invade and
disrupt the markets ot other coun-
tries. It is notorious that many
articles manulactured in the
United States zan be bought more
cheaply in Europe than at home,

The American people have been
helpless to resist the trusts, But
the manufacturers ot Europe are
not helpless, They have appealed
to their Gavernments to repel the
American invasion of their mar-
kets by fearless :ariff legislation.
Every European nation has given
evidence of ils intention to act vig-
orously.

Seeing the danger ahead, Fresi-
dent McKinley attempted to avert
it. He knew that with a hostile
combination of European powers
bent on economic retaliation, the
new and amaz ng volume of Amer-
ican exports—amounting in value
to hundreds of millions annually—
would be iurned back upon us,
our markets would be flooded with
our own surplus manufactures,
prices would fall, dividends on
enormously watered stocks cease
to be possible, and the whole over-
grown and overcapitalized indus-
trial system of the country be
brought down in ruin,

The President’s plan was to ne-
gotiate five year reciprocity trea
tries with the leading commercial
nations, so that, two years hence,
when our general commercial trea-
ties expire, the situation would be
so eased and the harshness of our
tariff system so tempered—tempo-
rarily at least—that we might ne-
gotiate with Kurope on favorable
terms,

Through Mr, Kasson, the Pleni-
potentiary Commissioner for Re-
ciprocity Tanfls, the President
negotiated eleven treaties, the
most important being the treaty
with France. He was also nego-
tiating with Russia when the flat
refusal of the Senate to touch the
treaty with France compelled him
to abandon his parleys with the
Czar. Russia and Fraace have
been the most steadlast friends this
country has had in Europe, It
was reasonable to suppose that
with these two nations withdrawn
from the threatened commercial
alliance against the United States,
the deadliest danger of a tariff war
would be averted,

But the President’s efforts have
been in vain. Russia, our sincer-

est Iriend among the nations, has
been lorced to strike the first blow

in the struggle. Hernew tariff on
American goods is avowedly in-

g Y

tended to destroy our trade. The
Russian Government makes no
secret of its purpose. It is an act
of selt defence. We have chal-
lenged the whole world to war and
the challenge has been accepted.
Russia has been compelled to at-
tempt the destruction of our trade
in her markets. The Freach treaty
has bsen ignored by the Senate.
Yet it is only a short time since
France threatened, among other
things. to put a heavy duty on our
enorm- us sale of cottonseed oil in
the French market, and only
abandoned the idea when negotia-
tions for a reciprocity treaty were
proposed.

It is conceded that Austria and
Germany are also preparing to
unite their forces in an attack upon
our toreign trade. Even Great
Britain /s considering the advisa-
bility o! placing a heavy duty on
American sugar.

The resignation of Commis-
sioner Kasson is a sign that Presi-
dent McKinley has given up the
fight lor reciprocity.

All that now remains is the cer-
tain prospect of an international
war ol tarifie, in which all the great
commerrial nations of the world
will be combined against the
United States. The madness of
the high tariff fanatics has broueht
us to this perilous verge.

Where now is the Democratic
leader who will point out the path
of national safety and permanent
national prosperity?

.

A Srarthing Phenomenon,

The terrible sand storm which
frightened he more ignorant in-
habitants of Southern Italy last
Sunday wasprobably borne thither
on the wings of the much dreaded
sirocco, a dry wind storm which
prostrates men, animals and vege-
tation, and which 1s as little loved
in the lands bordering on the
Medi'erranean as is the simoon in
other parts ot the world. The
sirocco is not always accompanied
by the *“'red fog," sea dust,” *'sir-
occo dust,” or, more terrifying
g'ill, the “bloed rain,” which last
Suaday was falling in Sicily, but
when it is, the ignorant and supe:

stitious, who are always looking
for portents, expect some great
catastrophe. I!, tor instance, the
Pope were to die within the next
few days, the superstitious Nea-
politans would swear that it was
foretold by Sunday’s storm.

The dust storm is one of the
mysteries of the skies concerning
which scientific men can make
conjectures but cannot prove them
true. Itis supposed that the sand
or dust, which is of a dull brick
color, is swept up by hurricanes
from the dry bedg.pt ¢ 1er lakes
or rivers in the desci. heart of
Africa and borne for thousands of
miles in the upper regions of the
atmosphere before it descends
again on sea or land,

In the middle of the last century
an area of Northern Italy, esti
mated at about two hundred
square leagues, was covered with
a layer of dust which in some
places reached a depth of one inch.
Its blighting eflect on vegetation
was terrible. That the dust is
sometimes carried as far north as
Russia is shown by the red snow
which sometimes falls in that
country. The same snow falls
among the mountains of Northern
Italy.

It is no uncommon thing for
sailors on the Mediterranean to
encounter the sand clouds and
“Slood rain.”” Often the material
is so abundant as to darken the air
and obscure the sun and to cover
the sails and decks of vessels hun-
dreds of miles from land. A micro-
scopic examination ofthe dust has
led some scien'ists to believe that
it comes all the way from South
America, but the more popular
theory fixes on Africa as the coun
try whence it comes.

The terrilying etffects of such a
storm among people so ignorant
and excitable as the poorer inhab-
itants of Naples can hardly be re-
alized in this country. They are
people dwelling under a constant
cloud of apprehension, as it were,
for Vesuvius looms ever above the
beautiful cresceat on which the
city stands, and even menaces the
inhabitants with destruction,

-

One Way of Viewing Ir,

from the time when he first went
into politics, says the New York
Fournal, until 1903, Mr. Gus Ad-
dicks will have saved the United
States ‘reasury at least 40 000 in
salaries and perquisites for Dela-
ware Senators.  This 1s equivalent
to the revenue stamp taxes on
6,000,000 bottles of disinfecting
fluid at of a cent per bottle, and
shows that even Addicks was not
created in vain,

FOREIGN NEWS.
Transiated and Selecled /vom leading
Buropean papersfov I he SENTINEL

ENGLAND.

Temperasce Reform in Englaud..

Mr, Whattaker moved and Mr Herbert
Roberts seconded an amendment to the
Address asking the House to express
regret because there was no indication
in ihe Speech from the Throne of any
intention to deal at all adequately with
the licensirg laws and the subject of
temperance reform. This was the first
imendment moved to the Address,

dovd.n Slandard, Feb 21

A comprehensive scheme for reducing
the number of licevses was ruined by
those partisans of temperance who were
opposed to the principles of compensa
tion. There is no doubt that they will
take a similar course again, and no less
certainty that, as Mr. Ritchie said,
“‘there is not thesmallest chance of ever
inducing the public of this country to
comm?t such an act of gross injustice as
would be entailed by carrying out this
extinction of licenses without taking
also into account the question ol com-
pensation.’”” It s unreasonable to ask
any Government to eniler on a large
scheme of legislation in such conditions:
Mr. Ritchie dealt very eftectually with
the charge that the Ministers neglected
the findings of the Royal Commission.
TheLgygrnment’s bill, as described in
general terms by Mr. Ritchi®; wiit take
up such of the recommendations ol that
body as can be acted on without arous-
ivg another agitation The measure
will aim at removiog the abuses of the
liquor traffic as far as this can be done
by regulations iaotended to prevent
disorder and excess. Itis premature to
accuse it ol insufficiency, and the
amendment is only one more proof that
there are people in this gountry to whom
notbing will appear an adequate remedy
for the evil except such laws as bave
proved a dismal lailure in America.

London Daily Chronicle, Feb, 21.

On the unhappiness caused by drink
in England, Mr Ritchie had no doubts
himself, * * [t isseen that the curse
of pational drunkenness is not a thing
to be laughed at in the convivial spirt
of “jolly good fellows every one.”” The
coldn-ss and half hearted laughter with
which Mr, Tully’s Early Victorian mer-
riment upon the subject was received
by the House were signs of the times,
and Mr T. W. Russell expressed the
general feeling in his protest against
that way of treating a danger which, as
Sir Edward Grey also poivted out last
night, is threatdning our very exisience
as a Greal Power. Things, as we have
aid, bave chapged since Mr. Ritchie
made his first attempt: The Royal
Commission has sat, and it is a year and
a hall since they published their two
very elaborate reports. The divergence
between those two reports has been
welcomed by the Government as an
excuse for doing pothing at all. Yet,
as Mr. Caine, that sturdy veteran of the
counflict, remarked last night, there are
no less than 33 important regulations on
which both repsrts are agreed, On
those 33 points alone it would be quite
possible to build a measure which we
believe would now be approved by all
temperance advocates, apart from the
few extremsts who would rather see
England drunk than sobered by com-
promises and concessions

London Morning Leader, Feb. 21

The larger questions conpected with
temperance legislation—-such questions
as the reduction of licenses asd the
payment of compensation—were not
really opened in the debates ol yester-
day and the day before. The temperance
party 18 quite reconciled to the view that
hall a loat is better than no bread. But
the Government which showed its inter-
estinthe matter by keaving the Treasury
Bench wholly deserted at the beginning
of the discussion, has not the pluck to
propose measures acilunally agreed to by
the representatives of the omnipotent
“trade.’’ The cowardice of the Govern-
ment 1S as great as its majority. * *
But the debate, we lancy, has taught
the Govzarnment a lesson. It may yet
come to perceive that there are enemies
at home as well as abroad, and that it is
of little use to exert the circumference
of an Empire if its vigor, moral and
physical, is being undermined at the
centre,

Marnchesler Guardian, Feb. ar

Mr, Ritchie agrees that there are a
‘‘preposterons number of licensed
houses'’ in many districts But Mr.
Whittaker would like there to be none;
therefore the Goyvernment must be
careful not to make the number less
than preposterous too rashly, lago
talks ot **those who will not serve God
if the devil bid them.” Mr. Rirchre,
one m'ght suppose, would not make the
country sober too soon lest a prohibi-
tionist should call it an improvement,
But to discuss Mr, Ritchie’s arguments
seriously would be like taking a stick to
afly, Thesr chief importance lies in the
proof they give that the Government is
not yet impressed in the slightest degree
by recent events such as the National
Conlerence in Manchester.
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Apart from the amusing utterances of
Mr. Tully, who incurred the fierce re-
proof of Mr, T. W. Russell, the only
rotable speech on the licensing laws in
the House of Commons was that of the
Home Secretary. He made out a case
against temperance reformers which 1s
(quite ubanswerable. Earlier in the
debate Mr, Tully had committed himse!
to the startling proposition that temper-
ance reflormers are not straightforward
persons. What the honorable member
precisely meant by such a coafession ol
faith we do not know, but that they are
very Laconsistent relormers Mr. Ritchie
had no difficulty in proving, * *» + *
As Mr. Ritchie said, to incorporate all
the proposals on which the commis-
sioners were agreed in one Bill would
be to endanger any chance of its be*

coming law. [t best t& proceced
gradually with such a difficult matter as
the relorm of the licensing laws; and a

little Bill containing proposals on which
all are likely to be agreed is much better
business than bringing in one which
would be almost certain 1o encounter
hierce opposition, and would probably
fail to become law, One point demands
serious consideration from would be
reformers. A reduction oflicences does
not mean necessarily less drinking Mr,
Ritchie pointed out that between 18g0
and 188 the consumption of liquor had
increased from 3 87 per head of the
population to 4.3, and yet the number
ol licensed houses had been greatly
reduced. * * * Uniil the Govern-
ment feels justified \n dealing with the
question of compensation in a just and
equitable spirit there is little likelihood
of any progress being made with a
matter which is of national importance,
ia T2

“Ciannos

When Mr. Speaker heard the myster-
lous salutation the other day, ' Ciannos
'Ta Tu he neither understood what
It meant or realized what it forehoded.
Mr. Thomas O’Donnell, the

expression—which most our readers will

who used

recognize in English form as “How art
thou?"—had a set design in view when
he signed the Book of the House of
Commons in [rish and saluted the

nis

Speaker in native tongue
design was made clear |

That

aslt at when
be rose for his matden speech in Irish,
Here was a pretty cruy for Mr.Speaker,
#he good man did not know but that
Mr. O'Donnell was using the meost
terrible languave against Mr, Balfoor,

Mr, Chamberiain, or Sir H. Campbell=
Bannerman—he is perfectly impartial—
and that
book.

but as

he could not bring him to
So he stopped him iltogethere

the showed, did not
dispose of a situation as novel as it is
nteresting.

event

Increasing Taxation in England,
_\;*"z‘.'l ber.

The 1ssue of another loan o! eleven
millions in the form of Exche quer Bonds
will be another reminder to the public
that the drain upon British trade, capitay
and revenue, so far irom being dimin-
ished, 1s actually iocre asing. That the
Chancellor of the Exchequer cannot
continuz this process of indiscriminate
borrowiog without the risk of bringing
on a serious financial crisis is at last
recognized, and we are told on all hands
to prepare lor heavy additions to taxa-
tion, * * * Financial reformers and
Li»eral politicians who desire retrench-
mentand economy areno bhnd partisans
of a shilling or a two shilling Incom:
Tax Onthe coutrary, when they see
80 heavy gind pressive 2 burden
growing heavier and more
upon the backs of the middle classes
they are filled with anxiety and dismay.

oppressive

And with astonishmert? No! Sir Wm,
Harcourt and Mr, Morley, who have
seen their protests against the wild cat
adventures of Imperialism—protests

repeated in season and out of season for
five years  past—sidionled ana disre-
garded by Ministers and, alas! By the
commercial classes too, can hardly be
surprised to find their forebodings ful
filled. Last October year the Jingo
Press laughed at * Cassandra;’ it is
whimpering now, Oane hopes that the
great acd growing section of Liberals
which has won the confidence of the
country by its resolute wisdom and
moderation in the Kbaki season will
now justify that confidence by its hand-
ling of the practical concrete question of
ways and means which is now pressing
upon us  “Double the [acome Tax" is
an easy cry. Far better a two shilling
Income Tax than a Protective Tarifi,

siys the Free Trader. True, my friend;

but beware of bringing Protection
nearer by vour irrepressible heroism.
Weshall need the Income Tax, no doubt,
but let us see what can be done without
any assistance from that source.

There is an anoual sum granted under
the Agricaltural Rates Acts and amount-

Ing to about 41 700 It is simply
a diversion ol money into the pockets
of the rural landlord (rom the national
purse. Itis true that this sum, which
can now be restored 1o the nation, will
not pay for a week of the war; but it
will at least meet the interest on the
recent additions to the National Debt.

[f every municipal council lollowg-tire
example of the London Couuty Council

and does its duty by forwarding a protest

to the Chancellor of the Exchequer and

its Parliamentary representatives the

Government will be yield;

and it is calculated that the members of

the Cabnet alone will part with £ 60, coo

a vear which they have been absorbing

for the last years through
medium of these Acts,

forced 10

five the
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If increase of
~and of this lact
blast, there can be

there is to be
with the war iu full
no doubt—the area

taxation

of taxation must b xtended. There
is no easler way ol obtaining money,
without seriously pinching the taxpay.
ers's resources, than by a tarifi for
revenue purposes. Such a tariff differs
entirely from a prolective tarifi, the
virtues or vices of which need not be
discussed here, though the speed and

precision with which Russia has brought
the United States to their knees by the
application of *‘retaliation’ is
instructive, It wouid ve well if
valorem duty were levied

tures imported into this country, Their
value is about 470, Ten
substan-

most
an ad
on manufac-

Q0,000 a4 yvear.
per cent on this wouldgive the
tial sum ot £7 3,000, Under arevenue
taniff the taxpayer pays 1n small instal-
ments and scarcely legls the payments,
He need not buy toreign gloves op gills
or toys il he objects to ;ul(f\»i-_z::
duty on certain articles ot general con-
sumption might also be levied. Pro-
vided thetoli taken by the State 13 sma

it does not affect the consumer. The
increased excise on beer last vear h t
only the middle man, It is well to

remember that the income tax stands at
a high figure, and if further increased
the proportionate yield would certainly
decline. Unwise finance in the past has
varrowed the basis ot our revenue, and
it only propably needs courage to find
new resources.




